
 

 Notes from the President…. 
   Wilma Uldrick 

     ò For Zionõs sake I will not rest and for  
Jerusalemõs sake I will not keep silent,  

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.ó  Isaiah 62:1  

 

 The WIC of New Hope continuously show their 

faithfulness to serve the Lord through various needs. 

Thank you for participating in the ñneeds of the Hos-

pice House.ò Thank you to Thelma Culbreth who gra-

ciously delivered the items donated. A letter of appre-

ciation was received on Sept. 17, 2009. 

 

A really special ñthank youò for always being eager to 

serve when given the opportunity in sickness or a 

death. You have demonstrated Christôs love to me and 

many others through these acts of kindness. This thank 

you includes all the special guys that help too.  

 From the Pastorôs Desk 
 

T his seems to be the very time of year that the 

first wave of tests seems to come washing 

over both students and teachers alike.  I remember 

those days and never really anticipated with much 

joy having to be tested on what was being learned 

and most importantly being applied.  Tests are 

beneficial because they show the teacher how 

well we are ñgetting itò and it is a good 

ñmeasuring stickò to let us know, as students, 

where we need to improve in our learning and application. 
 

 In the book of Galatians (3:24), the Word of God is called ña tutorò, ñthe 

law has become our tutor (to do what?) to lead us to Christ that we might 

be justified by faith.ò  The apostle, James, compares the Word to a 

ñmirrorò, ñAnyone who listens to the Word but does not do what it says is 

like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, 

goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.ò (1:23,24)  I have 

been tempted these past few weeks, after listening to Jesusô teaching in the 

Sermon on the Mount to walk away and forget what He says and even 

worse forget what I look like before the ñmirrorò of Godôs Word. 
 

 Letôs face it, we just donôt like examining ourselves.  We would much 

rather ñauditò this Christian life with no tests required.  Often, those of us 

who rejoice are perfectly happy because we are ñorthodoxò or ñreformedò 

because we are unlike those ñliberalsò and various other denominations 

who are obviously wrong.  So, we sit down feeling satisfied that we have 

arrived and that we only need to maintain our position.  This means we 

donôt know our own hearts very well; because, God calls us to have a pure 

heart. 
 

 How are we doing?  Giving 10%, yet failing to practice justice and the 

love of God?  Being ñexpertsò in the law, telling people what to do; yet, 

will not lift one finger to help them?  Are we practicing acts of piety just so 

others will see us?  Do we love the most important seats and to be greeted 

in town?  Keeping our marriages holy?  How handling our anger?  Lust?  Is 

our yes, yes, and no, no?  Do we love our enemies?  If insulted, do we de-

mand our own rights and revenge or do we yield and turn other cheek?  If 

someone takes our coat, do we let them have our shirt too?  Are we salt and 

light? 
 

 How did we do?  Not too good?  Letôs be honest, no hope for us, for 

our sin, or for living like HIM, except in JESUS.  May we, again, be 

merciful even as our Father has been to us and forgive as we have been 

forgiven. 

Your pastor, by grace alone and only by His mercy,  John 

_____________________________________ 
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OUR MISSION IN WORSHIP 
To glorify God by exalting Christ while using Biblical elements as interpreted in the rich tradition of the Reformed Faith. 

By Reformed, we mean that we are of the Calvinistic heritage and ever seeking to conform our beliefs and lives to the Word of God.  

October  

Pastor Appreciation Month  

I Timothy 5:17 
 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church 

well are worthy of  

double honor, especially those whose work is 

preaching and  teaching. 

CALVARY PRESBYTERY WIC FALL RETREAT 
TO BE HELD AT RIDGE HAVEN CONFERENCE CEN-

TER 
October 16-17, 2009 

Theme: ENCOURAGE ME 
This is a great time of fellowship with other women from Cal-

vary Presbytery.  
See Wilma Uldrick or Earline Sears  
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       A  baby shower will be held at  

New Hope PCA 

Saturday, October 10, 2009  

   From 

         10:00ɷ11:30 a.m.  

Sharing Thank You Notes 
 

     

 Dear New Hope family, thank you for your 
prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and gifts of 
food while I have been recuperating from 
knee surgery.   Your thoughtfulness in all 
these things was truly a blessing.   It is a com-
fort to have such a wonderful and caring 
church family.    
         Blessings, Barry 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~  
Thank you for your cards, food, phone calls, 
visits and especially your prayers for me dur-
ing my recent surgery. Owen and I are so 
blessed to have such wonderful Christian 
friends.  
                         Wilma Ul-
drick  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~  
Friends,  
 Christian love was demonstrated in a 
mighty way by your willingness to prepare 
and serve a meal before the funeral service of 
Tim Richardson.  
 Sheryl, our family and friends who gath-
ered enjoyed the delicious food and the warm 

     NOTE FROM THE SESSION 
 

¶ The Session and Deacons will begin    

meeting the third Wed. of each month.  

   They will meet October 21 at 7 pm. 

¶ Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper will be celebrated 

Oct. 4 . Lunch will follow.    The Afternoon        

Worship will be cancelled. 

¶ Presbytery will meet on October 22, 2009. 

                               A Monthly Devotion      by John Latham  

       ñBy Faith We Understandò          Scripture Hebrews 11:1-3 
 

      Key verse: Hebrews 11:1 ñNow faith is the substance of things hoped for, the                                                                      

evidence of things not seen.ò NKJV   
 

      A son tells the story of his father who had been a Chicago Cubsô fan for 

decades. He longed to see them win a World Series. The last time they had 

been in a World Series was in 1945 and the last time they won a World Series 

was in1908.  For quite a long length of time this father continued to show 

great loyalty, faithfulness and hope to his favorite ball team.    

  As Christians live in a hostile world, it is the goal of the writer of Hebrews 

to keep their hope alive.  In the world today, we often see people measure their 

faith and loyalty by oneôs being ñsafe, or unsafe.ò In other words, they view 

the world through anxiety-filled glasses. However, we live in a world where 

Jesus will hand us, by studying His word, a set of glasses of hope. He does not 

want us to ever give up. Read and re-read Hebrews 11. These examples are 

just as good today as they were in ancient times. The word of God guides to-

day as then. In John 16:33 Jesus leaves some comforting words.  ñIn this 

world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer I have overcome the 

world.ò 
 

 Prayer: Lord Jesus, teach us to hear, stop, look and listen to what you tell us 

in the light of your word. In Jesusô name. 

Pray without Ceasing 
 

First and foremost, when we pray God says to òkeep ask-
ing the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, 
that He may give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
SO THAT WE MAY KNOW HIM BETTER.ó  
Ephesians 1:17 
 

Pray for our nation and its leaders; for true spiritual re-
vival; for conviction of sin; and turning back to God.  
 

Pray for our missionaries: Guillermo Salinas, Gary Al-
ward, Rick Brawner, Stephen Speaks, Rob Hamby, Will 
Faires,  Gary Watanabe. 
 

Pray for those in the Nursing Home:  Ruby Link and Bea 
Finnan.   
 

Pray for Gin Bailey, Henry & Anna Lou McCord, Howard 
& Gin Culbreth, Irene Ellis, Olga Franklin, Anne Toddõs 
sister-in-law, Walt & Joyce Cooper, Bernice Carroll, Terry 
Love, and Elise Kroeze in their various struggles. 
 

Pray for New Hope : Session, Deaconate, and Committees. 

 The Women in  the  Church                            

will be gathering recipes to include in a 

church cookbook.  You will find recipe 

collection sheets on the table outside the 

fellowship hall.  You are asked to take as 

many as you need, (5-10) write your reci-

pes and return to Donna Irby by Sunday, 

October 18.  Please  follow the instruc-

tions for writing recipes along the side of 

the form.  Let's make this a great cook-

book,  we all know what good cooks we 

have!  The cookbooks should be ready 

some time in January or February, and the 

approximate cost will be $6.00 for each.   

Order  for all of your friends! 

C hristian love and sympathy is 

extended to Keith & Anne 

Todd upon the death of Keithôs 

mother, Mrs. Gladys Todd. 
 

ñAs Christians, we do not grieve as 

the world grieves, but rather we 

grieve unto glory (1 Thess. 4:13). 

That is, we understand that our grief 

in this life is working out for us a 

greater weight of glory (2 Cor. 

4:17). Subsequently, it is grief in 

this life that causes us to yearn and 

long for the griefless life of eternity. 

 If grief in this life makes the 

griefless life all the more appealing, 

may we endure this life patiently 

knowing that such is working out an 

eternal joy for Godôs glory and our 

good. This is the eternal end of the 

grief we are called to endure mo-

mentarily.ò 
 

  (taken from Tabletalk) 



 

       

                     Meet Radiant Rachel                                      by Anne Todd 

       

 If you are looking for a delightful and enthralling experience, try spending a couple of hours with Ra-

chel Fastenau! It is a sure fact that a one-on-one conversation with this young lady will lift your spirits 

and give you a new outlook on most everything. At Rachelôs suggestion we decided to have our inter-

view at the coffee shop in downtown Abbeville.  The atmosphere is quite homey and inviting and I 

knew I was in for a special treat when the two cute young workers, upon seeing Rachel coming in the front door excit-

edly said, ñHere comes Rachel!ò Sure enough, with her very outgoing and friendly personality, the place immediately 

seemed to come to life.    

 

On September 2, Rachel Anne Fastenau celebrated her 20th birthday. I dare say that she has already experienced 

many things that most of us do not experience in a life time. At the early age of six years she realized that she was a 

sinner in need of a Savior and made a profession of faith at a missionôs conference.  Mission Conferences were a way 

of life for her in these early years.  The year she was born her dad had answered the call from God to preach the Gos-

pel and many of their summers were spent in mission conferences.  It was there that she was influenced by the testimo-

nies of missionary after missionary and very early she knew that God wanted her to go to the mission field. ñI felt like 

God was calling me to be a missionary at the age of 6,ò she quotes.  

         

Homeschooled for many of her school years, she did attend public school when older brother, Paul, wanted to go 

where he could play sports. However, upon beginning high school she wanted to be homeschooled again.  She enjoyed 

learning foreign languages and found that she had a greater opportunity to learn various languages by being 

homeschooled.  Using audio helps, she studied and learned a good bit of Chinese and graduated at the early age of 16.  

          

God has already used this young girl on the mission field. She spent the summer of her 15th year in China with 

Teen Mission International.  She was assigned to a childrenôs home for disabled children and it was while she was 

there her eyes were really opened to the extreme need, poverty and darkness of people without Jesus Christ. ñHe really 

brought me down,ò she said. The summer after her graduation she was assigned to the Faroe Islands. (This is located in 

the northern hemisphere between Norway and Denmark.)  Her personal desire and plans had been to go to Africa, but 

God had other plans for her. Although the culture shock there was extremely great, it was at this time that she realized 

God wanted her to spend more long-term time on the mission field, perhaps for a life-time. Under the influence of John 

Voyt she decided to get under the care of MTW.  In order to go to the mission field with MTW one must raise his own 

support and go in the faith that God will provide. She learned at this time to rest in the fact that ñGod was going to 

bring the support in and God gave me faith by pushing me forward.  None of this was of me,ò she said. She spent an 

entire year in Thailand, from Feb.2008 until March 2009. Her team was made up of three families, two other singles 

and six Thai staff. She fell in love with the Thai people, learned to speak the language fluently, and worked primarily 

with the women and students. It was here that she learned that people are very hard-headed and wanted no part of her 

Jesus. However, ñIt was also here that I learned to have complete faith in only what He can do.  God can do what I 

never knew!ò  

          

Presently, Rachel is attending Carolina College in Anderson to become certified in cosmetology. She says that she 

has always loved styling hair and ñI figure that I have a captive audience and can easily share my faith while doing 

their hair,ò she laughs. She has many other interests which include playing the piano, decorating and being very crea-

tive. When I asked Rachel what made her the happiest she replied, ñBeing with people, traveling, learning new things, 

and foreign culture.ò When I asked her what made her the saddest this was her reply. ñStatistics say that 99% of the 

people of the world do not know the Lord and therefore millions are dying without Him.ò  

             

Rachelôs favorite scripture is Acts 20:22-24. I quote it for you from the NIV. ñAnd now, compelled by the Spirit, I 

am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns 

me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the 

race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given meðthe task of testifying to the gospel of Godôs grace.ò  She eas-

ily convinced me that these verses represent the truths that she is claiming for her life and  it is my personal opinion 

that this charming and dedicated young lady will not only finish the race that is set before her, but will be used in a 

mighty way to serve the Lord. 



 

New Hope Presbyterian Church 

Presbyterian Church in America 

136 Highway 71 

Abbeville, SC 29620 

(864) 366-5684 

Email: newhopepca@wctel.net 

www.nhpres.org 

Opportunities for Worship & Service 
 

Sunday   9:30 a.m.   Prayer Meeting 

      9:45 a.m.   Sunday School 

  10:30 a.m.   Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m.   Morning Worship 

  12:00 noon  Church-Wide Lunch 

    1:30 p.m.     Afternoon Worship 

Wed. 6:30 p.m.     Various Meetings & Ministries  

The Good Fight of Faith  
 

1 Timothy 6:11-12a òBut you, O 

man of God, flee these things and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, patience, gentleness. 
Fight the good fight of the faith.ó 
 

Dr. John MacArthur comments 

on 1 Timothy 6 that òthe man of 

God is known by what he:  
(1) flees from (v.11); (2) follows 

after (v.11); (3) fights for (v.12); 
and (4) is faithful to (vv. 13, 

14)ó(The MacArthur Bible Commen-
tary, p.1,798). 

            

 

               

               

               

           

Donôt Be So Open-minded 
By Burk Parsons 

 

O ur enemyôs supreme deception is in his attempt to convince us that he doesnôt exist. Toward that end, he has launched his assault against us with every weapon in his carefully fashioned arsenal. Perhaps his greatest success is in persuad-

ing us that being open-minded is a good thing. For it is precisely when we accept the notion that open-mindedness is a 

Christian virtue that we fall into the same devilish trap by which our first parents were ensnared.  

 Once our minds are open to open-mindedness, all ideas, no matter how absurd, can come and go as they pleaseðwith 

our sanction. We thus become headless and brainless philosophers who just want to get along. One such philosopher and 

self-proclaimed theologian has written: ñSo I believe we have to radically rethink our under-

standing of the place of Christianity in the global religious picture. And we have to face the fact 

that it is one path amongst others, and then reform our belief-system to be compatible with this. 

This is the big new challenge that theologians and church leaders have yet to face. We have to 

become consciously what we are called religious pluralists.ò This is the mantra of religious plu-

ralists: Liberate your mind, lose your faith, and feel the love. 

 Although many professed evangelicals have become precarious evanjellyfish, I would like to 

think that most have not yet succumbed to the most blatant sort of religious pluralism. Neverthe-

less, being the narrow-minded biblical fundamentalist that I am, I am decidedly closed-minded to 

anything that is not biblical, and I concur with John Calvin: ñWherefore all theology, when separated from Christ, is not 

only vain and confused, but is also mad, deceitful, and spurious; for, though the philosophers sometimes utter excellent say-

ings, yet they have nothing but what is short-lived, and even mixed up with wicked and erroneous sentiments.ò As the 

closed-minded, Christ-minded faithful we must join arms against the satanic pluralism of our day, whether it is decreed 

from the Vatican or broadcast from Mecca. We live and breathe for Christ alone and proclaim that there is only one way to 

God. Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6) 

 
 

Burk Parsons is editor of Tabletalk magazine and minister of congregational life at Saint Andrewôs Chapel in Sanford, Florida. 
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Many professed 

evangelicals 

have become 

precarious  

evanjellyfish... 


